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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  HARWICH. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  1958  is  presented  herewith  for  your 
perusal.  This  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  22/58. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  directed,  particularly  to  the 
following  itemss- 

POPULATION.  The  estimated  population  continues  to  decline,  showing 
a decrease  of  1,570  since  1955*  The  appeal  of  seaside  holiday  r escorts 
is  less  strong  than  a generation  ago,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
number  employed  at  Parkeston  Quay  will  diminish  (both  of  these  due 
largely  to  the  increased  facilities  and  advantages  of  Air  Travel.) 

If  the  Borough  is  to  progress  and  not  gradually  fade  away,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  attract  people  to  make  their  homes  in  the  town. 
Efforts  should  be  made  to  attract  industry  and  to  obtain  still  great- 
er improvements  in  traffic  facilities.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to 
have  available  the  right  kind  of  house  and  the  amenities  which  will 
make  the  Borough  a desirable  place  in  which  to  live. 

DOMICILIARY  AND  HOSPITAL  CONFINEMENTS.  The  Ministry  of  Health’s 
estimate  is  that  over-all  approximately  70$  of  confinements  may  be 
expected  to  take  place  in  hospital.  In  Harwich  63$  have  been  in 
hospital,  and  the  number  whp  made  application  unsuccessfully  was 
small, probably  less  than  a dozen. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  birth  rate  for  1958  was  lower 
than  for  some  years  past  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  the  lowest 
on  record, 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

(a)  Smallpox.  While  statistics  would  indicate  that  the  position  with 
regard  to  vaccination  of  infants  in  Harwich  is  somewhat  better  than 
in  many  areas,  it  is  very  much  below  a safety  level, 

(b)  Diphtheria,  Although  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  during 
the  year  throughout  the  country  was  small,  the  disease  is  still  as 
deadly  to  those  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  contract  it.  There 
should  therefore  be  no  relaxation  in  efforts  to  secure  immunisation. 
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(c)  Poliomyelitis  The  response  appears  to  he  reasonably  satis- 
factory and  is  free  from  any  untoward  incidence  and  re-action.  With 
regard  to  the  vaccination  of  young  persons,  the  degree  of  co-operation 
by  employers  is  very  gratifying. 

HOME  SAFETY.  Although  the  number  of  accidents  in  the  home  is  equal 
to  and  even  greater  than  those  occuring  in  the  street,  the  limelight 
of  publicity  has  not  been  focused  on  this  important  cause  of  suffer- 
ing and  disability.  Prevention  of  some  types  of  home  accidents  is 
difficult,  but  at  least  an  attempt  has  been  made  with  regard  to 
accidents  due  to  FI EE.  A' campaign  run  in  the  autumn  was  most  success- 
ful. By  means  of  Leaflets,  Talks,  Films  and  other  methods  of  propa- 
ganda, the  dangers  and  prevention  of  fire  in  the  home  were  brought  be- 
fore members  of  the  public.  Consideration  should  have  however  be  given 
to  propaganda  associated  with  other  aspects  of  Home  Safety, 

HOUSING.  The  comments  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  Section  D, 
(Housing)  should  be  noted.  The  number  of  persons  on  the  Housing  Wait- 
ing List  remains  almost  constant  at  about  400,  an  increasing  proportion 
of  which  are  elderly  persons  who  desire  accommodation  which  is  conveniently 
small,  comfortable  in  layout,  easy  of  management  and  at  a suitable  rental. 
This  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  any  redesigning  of  existing  property. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  record  the  help  given  by  Members  of 
the  Council,  and  also  the  assistance  from  the  Area  Health  Committee, 
the  Hospital  Board  and  similar  bodies.  Likewise  I wish  to  place  on 
record  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Officials  of  the  Borough  and 
the  continued  support  of  each  of  the  members  of  the  Health  Department. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


1958 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


The  area  of  the  Borough  is  1,512  acres 
Population  (Estimated  mid-year  1958) 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


13,740 

4,492 

£141,277 

£562.  9.  4d. 


1. 


BIRTHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 
(a)  Live  Births  ...  ... 

" n Rate  ... 

" " " Corrected 

(Comparability  Factor  O.98) 


...  lll(M)  101(F)  Total  212 

...  15.43 
...  15.12 


Still  Births  ...  3(M)  3 (F)  Total  6 

M M Rate  per  1,000  Births  27.52 

Total  Births  114  (M)  104(f)  Total  218 

(b)  Infant  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  1 (M)  - (f)  Total  1 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  4.71 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  legitimate  births  4.83 

Neo  Natal  " u " live  births  4.71 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  2.35$ 

(c)  Maternal  deaths  ...  nil 

Maternal  Mortality  rate nil 
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TABLE  1 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY, 19 58 


Cause  of 
Death 

Did  not 
Survive 
one  week 

Lived  over 
one  week  but 
less  than 
four  weeks 

Survived  one 
month, died 
under  one 
year. 

Total 

Prematurity 

Birth  Injuries 

“ 

““ 

- 

- 

Malformations 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bronchitis  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

Gastro  En.teritis 

Other  Causes 

1 



< 

1 

1 

1 

2.  DEATH  RATE 


M F Total 


Deaths  during  year  87  75  162 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  11.79 

Corrected  death  rate  12.38 

(Comparability  factor  1.05) 

The  principal  causes  of  death  during  the  year  weres- 

Diseases  of  Blood  and  Circulatory  System  93 

(15,17,18,19,20  and  21) 

Cancer,  all  forms  26 

(10,11,12,  13  and  14) 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  13 

(23,24  and  25) 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms  3 


These  groups  together  account  for  83$  of  the 
deaths  in  the  Borough. 
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TABLE  11 


Deaths  at  various  ages  during  1958 


Under  1 year 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 and  under  2 

• • • 

0 9 9 

- 

2 and  under  5 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

5 and  under  15 

• • • 

- 

15  and  under  25 

• ♦ • 

0 0 9 

2 

25  and  under  35 

• • 0 

0 9 9 

2 

35  and  under  45 

0 • • 

0 9 0 

4 

45  and  under  55 

• • • 

0 0 9 

3 

55  and  under  65 

• ♦ • 

0 9 0 

24 

65  and  under  75 

• • • 

0 0 0 

50 

75  and  under  85 

• • • 

9 9 0 

55 

85  and  upwards 

• • • 

0 0 0 

20 

162 

From  these  figures  it  will  he  noted  that  nearly 
half  the  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  were  of 
people  75  and  over. 
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TABLE  III 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M 

F 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

- 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

- 

2 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

3 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

4 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

7 

15 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

— 

- 

16,  Diabetes 

- 

— 

- 

17.  Vascular  leisons  of  nervous  system 

15 

18 

33 

18,  Coronary  Disease,  angina 

19 

7 

2 6 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

6 

8 

20,  Other  heart  disease 

5 

12 

17 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

3 

9 

22,  Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

23,  Pneumonia 

2 

- 

2 

24.  Bronchitis 

5 

4 

9 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

- 

2 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

27,  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

- 

- 

- 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

6 

10 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

35*  Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

87 

75 

1 

162 
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TABLE  IV 

Vital  Statistics  (1957  and-  1958) 


England-  and. 
Wales 

1957  1958 

Essex 

1957  1958 

Harwich 

1957  1958 

Birth  Rate  (a) 

16.1 

16.4 

15.2 

15.2 

16.87 

15.12 

Death  Rate  (a) 

11.5 

11.7 

10.2 

11.0 

13.14 

12.38 

I.M.  Rate  (b) 

23.0 

22.5 

19.3 

17.7 

27.91 

4.71 

(a)  Per  1,000  civilian  population 

(b)  Per  1,000  live  births 


TABLE  V 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1958  AND  CERTAIN  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Year 

| 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1920 

31.1 

11.6 

81 

1925 

20.2 

10.6 

50 

1930 

16.9 

10.3 

48.5 

1935 

16.4 

10.1 

47.8 

1940 

15.26 

12.67 

42.45 

1945 

21.78 

12.45 

36.86 

1950 

15.3 

9.1 

8.1 

1955 

15.1 

8.68 

23.59 

1956 

18.78 

11.14 

23.08 

1957 

16.87 

13.14 

27.91 

1958 

15.12 

12.38 

4.71 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Staffing 

(1)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  holds  a 
similar  appointment  with  the  Harwich  Port  Health  Authority. 

In  addition,  he  is  School  Medical  Officer  and  an  assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  to  the  Essex  County  Council,  and 
V.D.Medical  Officer  to  the  North  East  Metropolitan  Hospital 
Board.  Furthermore,  he  holds  the  appointment  of  Medical 
Inspector  of  Aliens. 

(2)  Public  Health  Inspector  - The  Public  Heath  Inspector  carries 
out  all  the  duties  imposed  by  statute,  including  the  inspec- 
tion of  shops.  In  addition  he  holds  the  post  of  Inspector 
under  the  Shops  Act,  1950*  He  also  carries  out  the  necessary 
duties  under  the  Rat  and  Mice  (Destruction  Act)  1919>  and  is 
appointed  to  carry  out  inspection  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  are  dealt  with  at  the  Laboratory, 

Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester. 

Samples  of  water  are  sent  to  the  Counties  Health  Laboratories, 
Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.l.  Other  samples  of  food,  ice- 
cream, etc.,  are  dealt  with  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Woodbridge  Road,  Ipswich. 

(c)  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council  acting  as 

Local  Health  Authority. 

(l)  Ante  Natal  Clinic. 

During  the  year  154  Expectant  Mothers  attended  the  Clinic, 
the  total  number  of  attendances  being  178.  The  tendency  for 
expectant  mothers  to  be  supervised  during  pregnancy  by  the 
doctor  who  will  be  present  at  the  confinement,  is  a practice 
which  has  much  to  commend  it. 

During  the  year  80  confinements  took  place  at  home  (includ- 
ing 2 stillbirths).  There  were  138  confinements  in  hospital 
(including  4 stillbirths). 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  building  commenced  on  the 
Maternity  Unit  connected  with  the  Harwich  & District  Hospital, 
This  will  provide  10  beds  for  normal  maternity  cases  and  it  is 
hoped  will  be  completed  by  the  autumn  of  1959* 
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(2)  Midwives  and  District  Nurses 

A satisfactory  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the 
District  Nurses/Midwives  on  the  Staff  of  the  County  Council, 

(3)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

At  the  Harwich  Clinic  266  children  made  1835  attendances, 
while  at  Dovercourt  Clinic  234  children  made  1290  attendances. 

The  welcome  assistance  given  by  voluntary  helpers  at  both 
the  Local  Authority  Clinics  has  continued  throughout  the  year, 
and  their  valuable  service  is  much  appreciated. 

During  the  year  infant  foods  were  supplied  at  reduced  prices 
as  follows s- 

Proprietary  Brands  of  Dried  Milk  1,626  pkts. 

Cereal  Foods  349  pkts. 

Other  Foods  681  pkts. 

In  addition,  simple  medicaments  were  supplied,  (where  necessary 
free  of  cost)  including  proprietary  vitamin  preparations 
(Adexolin,  Bemax,  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion,  etc.).  Some  of 
these  were  also  available  for  children  of  school  age. 

With  regard  to  Welfare  Foods(i.e.  those  formerly  supplied 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food)  these  were  available  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  and  also  at  the  area  Health  Sub-Office 
(259)  Main  Road,  Dcvercourt).  In  addition  these  were  obtain- 
able at  the  W.V.S .Centre,  280,  High  Street. 

During  the  year  Welfare  Foods  distributed  compriseds- 

L.HoA. Clinics, etc.  W.V.S. Centre 
(3  Sessions  per  week.) (8  Sessions  per  wk) 


National  Dried  Milk 

1,946 

2,914 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

440 

601 

Orange  Juice 

3,704 

5,242 

Vitamin  Tablets 

225 

660 

The  take  up  of  the  vitamin  preparation  is  considerably 
less  than  should  be. 
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(4)  Health  Visiting 


This  service  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  continues  to  be  much  appreciated  by  the  various  sections 
of  the  general  public. 

Visits  to  elderly  people  have  occupied  an  increasing 
proportion  of  the  Health  Visitors’  time,  and  it  would  appear 
that  this  phase  of  their  work  will  develop  even  more  in  future 
years. 


At  iimes  there  is  evidence  of  a need  for  a greater  degree 
of  co-operation  between  different  Local  Authority  Departments 
and  other  bodies.  Recently  an  instance  occurred  where  no  less 
than  six  different  individuals  visited  one  household  in  the 
Borough  in  the  course  of  two  days-each  in  an  official  capacity 
and  in  four  instances  entailing  considerable  expenditure  in 
time  and  travelling.  Each  of  these  officials  could  probably 
have  obtained  all  the  information  required  by  letter  or  tele- 
phone from  the  Health  Visitor,  the  one  person  who  knew  the 
household  intimately. 

(5)  Home  Helps. 

This  service  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  At  present 
there  are  about  18  registered  Home  Helps  in  the  Borough. 

(6)  Provision  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus. 

This  most  welcome  service  is  undertaken  by  the  Joint 
Committee  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St.John’s 
Ambulance  Brigade. 

(7)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 


Vaccination 

0-5  5-15 

Re-Vaccination 

0-5  5-15 

L.H.A.  G.P.  1 

L.H.A.  G.P. 

L.H.A.  G.P. 

L.H.A.  G.P. 

34  79 

5 

1 

2 1 

Totals  118  (1957  - 171) 

TOTAL 

4 
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(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 
1.  Diphtheria 


Primary  Injection 

Boosting  Dose 

°-5 

5-15 

0-5 

5-  15 

f L.H.A.  G.P, 

L.H.A.  G.P. 

L.H.A.  G.P. 

L.H.A.  G.P. 

75  84 

39 

1 — 1 

00 

366  1 

? TOTAL  198  (1957  - 189) 

TOTAL  416  (1957  - 233) 

2.  Whooping  Cough 


Primary  Injection 

0-5  5-15 

j Boosting  Dose 

0-5  5-15 

! L.H.A.  G.P.  | L.H.A.  G.P. 

I 1 1 1 , 

L.H.A.  G.P.  ! L.H.A.  G.P. 

69  31  i - 

1 i 

i TOTAL?  100  (1957  - 140) 

1 

TOTALS  1 

1 ! 

- ■ - 

(c)  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

This  was  again  offered  to  children  of  13  years  of  age. 


Number  of  children  to  whom  offered  ...  403 

Accepted  ...  260 

Mantoux  tested  and  found  negative  ...  218 

Received  B.C.G. Vaccination  ...  218 

(d)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 


During  the  year  protective  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 
was  available  to  all  children  between  the  age  of  6 months  and 
15  years.  Expectant  mothers  were  also  given  the  opportunity 
of  being  similarly  protected.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
vaccination  was  also  made  available  to  all  persons  born  in  or 
after  the  year  1933. 
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In  general  the  response  was  rather  better  than  the  figures 
for  the  country  as  a whole  as  many  people  had  overcome  their 
original  doubts  as  to  the  value  and  risks  of  such  protection. 
While  it  is  too  early  to  speak  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  pro- 
cedure, the  evidence  of  two  years  experience  appears  to  indicate 
that  the  vaccination  is  well  worth  the  effort.  The  present 
routine  is  to  give  two  injections  with  an  interval  of  not  less 
than  three  weeks,  followed  by  a third  injection  not  less  than 
seven  months  after  the  second. 

Statistics  for  the  year  1958  ares- 


Received  second 

Received  third 

injection 

injection. 

Children 

1,629 

321 

Expectant  mothers 

89 

- 

Others 

33 

— 

(8)  Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  function  from  the  new 
station  at  River  View,  on  the  western  border  of  the  Borough 
where  two  vehicles  (one  for  stretcher  cases  and  one  for  sitt- 
ing cases)  are  maintained.  In  addition  to  other  ambulances 
from  adjacent  towns,  considerable  use  is  made  of  the  Volunteer 
Car  Service,  a much  appreciated  body  of  helpers  who  give  many 
hours  of  service,  often  at  short  notice. 

The  aim  is  to  ensure  that  every  patient  requiring  an  ambulance 
is  given  a service  which  is  prompt  and  adequate.  On  the  other 
hand,  a close  watch  is  maintained  to  prevent  any  abuses-patients 
who  can  use  normal  means  of  public  transport  are  not  in  gen- 
eral entitled  to  be  conveyed  by  ambulance. 

(9)  School  Health  Service. 

During  the  year  the  following  children  were  examineds- 


Routine  Medical  Examination  .,.  834 
Special  Examination  ,..  145 
Follow-up  Examination  - ...  800 
Number  attending  the  School  Clinic  ,,,  301 
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In  addition,  many  visits  were  paid  t°  various  schools  in 
the  area  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  or  Health  Visitor. 

The  nutrition  of  the  children  in  general  showed  the  same 
satisfactory  level  as  in  previous  years. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  possible  to  increase  the 
number  of  sessions  of  the  dental  clinic  for  a time  during  the 
year,  there  is  still  a considerable  amount  of  arrears  awaiting 
attention. 

The  speech  therapy  sessions  continued  throughout  the  year, 
as  also  did  the  clinics  conducted  by  the  hospital  board- 
Ophthalmic,  Orthopaedic  and  Physiotherapy.  In  addition  a number 
of  children  had  to  be  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at 
Colchester;  the  establishment  of  a similar  Clinic  in  Harwich 
would  be  a great  benefit,  bothto  the  children  concerned,  and  to 
patients  and  others. 

(d)  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Hospital  Board. 

(1)  Harwich  and  District  Hospital. 

This  is  a G.P, Hospital,  containing  some  30  beds.  Consultant 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  attend  the  hospital  at  specified  times. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  Service. 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  town  in  1957 
and  the  next  visit  is  due  during  the  latter  part  of  1959* 

The  Chest  Physician  attends  twice  per  month  at  the  Chest  Clinic, 
259,  Main  Road,  Dovercourt;  otherwise  patients  and  contacts  are 
seen  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Colchester, 

(3)  Venereal  Disease. 

This  service  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  decline 
in  the  incidence  of  infection  has  been  maintained. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


1*  Water  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  whole  of  the  Borough  by  the  Tendring 
Hundred  Waterworks  Company.  This  water  is  issued  by  their  Pumping 
Station  at  Dedham.  The  following  are  some  interesting  figures 
supplied  by  the  Company s- 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  district  (which  includes 
Ramsey  and  Little  Oakley  for  bulk  metering  purposes),  for  the  year 
under  review  amounted  to  222.189  million  gallons,  an  average  daily 
consumption  of  0.608  million  gallons,  with  a peak  of  O.67O  million 
gallons. 

The  total  quantity  taken  for  domestic  purposes  during  the  year 
was  175*034  million  gallons,  an  average  daily  consumption  of  0.479 
million  gallons.  The  total  amount  taken  through  trade  meters  was 
47*135  million  gallons,  an  average  daily  consumption  of  0.129  million 
gallons. 

The  total  number  of  connections  (domestic  and  trade)  made  during 
the  year  to  the  Company's  mains  in  Harwich  district  amounted  to  97 
making  a total  number  of  5373  connections  on  the  31st  December, 1958* 

Approximately  295  yards  of  new  mains  of  3"  and  4"  diameter  have 
been  laid  in  the  Harwich  district  during  the  year. 

DEDHAM  WORKS  - WATER  ANALYSES 
Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 


Maximun 


Minimum 


Colour 

P.H. 

Electric  Conductivity 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 
Hardness  Total 


Nil 

7*7 

900 

144 

285 

275 

25 

0.6 

0.50 

0.01 

0.50 

3 


Nil 

7*5 

825 

124 

275 

255 

5 

0.0 

0.12 

0.00 

0,11 


Carbonate 

Non-Carbonate 


Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Ammonical  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Metals  (iron) 
Turbidity 


less  than  3 
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Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Carbon  Bioxide 

16 

10 

Total  solids 

600 

550 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

275 

255 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0.1 

Absent 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0.40 

0.05 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.25 

Absent 

Bacteriological  Results 

No.  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar. 

1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20°C 


1 per  ml. 

1 per  ml 

• 

1 per 

ml. 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes 
Reaction. 

Present  in. 

Absent 

from. 

Probable  No, 

-ml. 

100 

ml. 

0 per  ml. 

Bact .coli. (Type  l) 

- ml. 

100 

ml. 

0 per  ml. 

Cl.welchii  Reaction 

- ml. 

100 

ml. 

REMARKS 

These  samples  are  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance 
have  a reation  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  are  free 
from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  hard 
in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  It  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  whole- 
some in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

All  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Labora- 
tories, 

The  above  facts  and  figures  have  been  provided  by  the  courtesy 
of  W. A. Burrows, Esq. , M.I.Mech.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  Chief  Engineer  to  the 
Te'  Iring  Hundred  Waterworks  Company. 
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2.  SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Water  Closets  5686 

Pail  Closets  30 

Houses  with  Cesspool  drainage  41 

It  will  he  noted  that  there  is  a considerable  reduction  in 

the  number  of  properties  depending  on  Cesspool  drainage.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  properties  in  The  Drive  will  shortly  be  connected 
to  the  Brockman* s Farm  Sewerage  System  and  when  this  comes  into 
operation,  the  number  of  properties  remaining  on  Cesspool  drainage 
will  be  30.  These  properties  are  situated  at  such  levels  as  to 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  be  connected  to  any  drainage  system, 

3.  SCAVENGING 

Household  and  other  refuse  is  collected  weekly,  (together  with 
all  types  of  salvage)  by  direct  labour.  The  time  taken  to  collect 
same  is  gradually  increasing,  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
new  dwellings,  which  since  the  war  amounts  to  902  private  and  Council 
houses.  These  are  generally  well  set  back  from  the  highway,  thus 
increasing  the  time  taken  to  collect  the  refuse. 

Disposal  is  by  Controlled  Tipping  on  the  land  to  the  north  of 
the  Sea  Wall  at  Dovercourt  Beach,  during  the  winter  months,  and  on 
Corporation  land  to  the  north  of  the  Cemetery  at  Upper  Dovercourt 
(or  other  approved  sites)  during  the  summer  months. 

UNCONTROLLED  DUMPING. 

Wanton  dumping  on  vacant  plots  is  a habit  so  ingrained  in  certain 
members  of  the  population  that  it  would  appear  to  be  with  us  foreever. 
It  must  be  emphasized  that  this  Borough  maintains  an  adequate  Refuse 
Disposal  Service  and  ALL  RESIDENTS  should  be  aware  that  this  Authority 
will  at  any  time  make  a special  collection  of  any  household  refuse  of 
a bulky  nature  such  as  old  furniture,  bedding,  etc.  but  not  of  garden 
waste  or  building  debris.  Much  garden  refuse  which  is  dumped  on 
vacant  sites  could  be  composted  (even  in  the  smallest  garden)  and  re- 
turned to  the  soil 
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SALVAGE 


The  following  is  the  weight  of  Salvage  collected  and  sold 
during  the  year  and  the  figures  for  1957  are  shown  for  comparison; 


T. 

1957 

C.  £ 

s. 

d. 

T. 

1958 

C.  £ 

s. 

d 

Waste  Paper 

78 

34-  740 

14 

2 

84 

14 

730 

15 

5 

Metals 

16k  54 

15 

1 

15 

56 

18 

11 

Rags  & Sacking 

4 

7i  109 

13 

6 

6 

5 

107 

14 

1 

83 

7i  £905 

2 

9 

91 

14 

£895 

8 

1 

Good  prices  are  still  to  he  obtained  for  Waste  Paper,  Rags  and 
Metals  and  it  would  appear  that  a sound  regular  market  will  be  found 
for  Waste  Paper  for  some  years  to  come,  should  at  any  time  the  out- 
let for  Waste  Paper  stop,  then  careful  consideration  would  have  to 
be  made  with  regard  to  the  incineration  of  paper,  as  excessive  amounts 
can  cause  some  difficulty  with  Controlled  Tipping. 

4.  DISINFECTION 

The  steam  disinfecting  plant  at  the  Old  Isolation  Hospital  Depot 
was  used  30  times  and  in  addition  43  premises  were  disinfected  after 
infectious  disease  or  other  complaints. 

5.  PEST  DESTRUCTION 

During  the  year  1034  rats  were  trapped  (no  credit  is  given  for 
rats  poisoned).  119  Wasps'  Nests  were  destroyed. 

6.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Nature  of  Inspection.  Total  Visits 

1 • Drainage  14 

2.  Infectious  Diseases  3 

3.  Housing  Inspection  (including  Slum  Clearance)  87 

4.  Tenancy  applications  37 

5.  Verminous  premises  2 

6.  Rat  and  mice  destruction  57 

7.  Food  Inspection  l6l 

8.  Bakehouses  15 

9.  Factories  38 

10.  Disinfections  30 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Erection  of  New  Houses 

The  following  table  covers  the  period  from  cessation  of 


hostilities s- 

1946  to 
1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Total 

Erected  by  Council 

Houses  263 

119 

35 

2 

2 

421 

Plats  78 

- 

43 

4 

4 

- 

129 

Erected  by  Private 
Enterprise 

Houses  8l 

38 

79 

50 

60 

41 

349 

Plats  - 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

422 

157 

160 

56 

66 

41 

902 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  density  of  the  population 
for  each  unit  of  housing,  i.e.  Plat,  House,  Shop  with  accommodation, 
is  3.05  persons  per  unit.  This  is  a low  figure  and  would  suggest 
that  the  housing  needs  of  the  Borough  are  fairly  satisfactory,  especi- 
ally as  the  figures  of  the  Registrar  General  would  indicate  that  the 
population  is  falling. 

The  housing  position  might  well  be  met  by  the  thorough  recondi- 
tioning of  many  of  the  old  properties  in  the  Harwich  end  of  the  Borough 
and  more  use  made  of  improvement  grants  for  properties  constructed 
50  to  60  years  ago,  to  bring  them  to  a good  modern  standard. 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  FOOD  PREMISES 

(a)  Food  Premises  in  the  areas- 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  5 
Butchers  11 
Confectioners  and  Tobacconists  3" 
Cafes  10 
Fishmongers  6 
Fish  Fryers  8 
Greengrocers  5 
Grocers  14 
General  Stores  15 
Public  Houses  and  Hotels  29 
Slaughterhouses  1 


Total  107 


(b)  Premises  Registered  under  Sect.l6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1955 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  12 
Milk  and  Dairies  6 
Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  - 


Sale  of  Ice  Cream  (in  every  case  this  is  sold 
from  wrapped  cartons  or  containers.  There  is 
no  sale  of  loose  ice  cream  from  Registered 
Premises)  42 

From  time  to  time  during  the  summer  months  travelling  sales- 
men from  areas  outside  the  Borough  appear,  and  on  inspection  have 
been  found  to  comply  with  regard  to  the  regulations  in  respect  of 
hygiene;, 

Frequent  visits  are  made  to  all  shops  where  food  is  stored,  or 
for  sale*  These  premises  are  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition 
and  comply  with  the  regulations. 
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2.  BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  5 Bakehouses  in  operation  and  frequent  inspections 
are  made.  All  premises  are  kept  in  clean  condition.  Gradually  the 
"baking  of  "bread  is  ceasing  throughout  the  Borough  owing  to  the  packed 
and  cut  loaves  now  being  placed  on  the  market  by  factory  bakehouses. 

3.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  were  86  inspections  in  respect  of  Food  Inspection  and 
for  purposes  of  food  hygiene.  All  traders  handling  foodstuffs  have  re- 
sponded to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Some  difficulty  has  been  ex- 
periencedin  some  of  the  older  premises  owing  to  the  congested  conditions, 
only  a small  space  being  available  for  installing  the  necessary  appliances 
but  in  all  cases  this  difficulty  has  been  overcome. 


FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  DURING  1958 

MEAT  (TINNED) 

Corned  Beef 

50 

lbs. 

Beef  Steak 

2 

lbs. 

Port"  Luncheon  Meat 

22 

lbs. 

Steak  & Kidney  Pudding 

1 

lb. 

Ox  Tongue 

6 

lbs. 

Ham 

114 

lbs. 

Jellied  Veal 

18 

lbs. 

MEAT 

Calves  Livers 

10 

lbs. 

Beef 

20 

lbs. 

WET  FISH 

Smoked  Cod  Fillets 

91 

lbs. 

Golden  Cutlets 

10 

lbs. 

MILK 

Evaporated 

4 

tins 

OTHER  TINNED  FOODS 

Tinned  Peas 

17 

tins 

Tomatoes 

3 

Soup 

1 

Spaghetti 

1 

Marmalade 

2 

Plums 

3 
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OTHER  TIMED  POODS 


Sliced  Peaches 

1 

tin 

Beans 

2 

tins 

Kittie  Kat 

3 

tins 

Fruit 

2 

tins 

Whole  Peaches 

3 

tins 

Carrots 

1 

tin 

Pineapple 

2 

t ins 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Jellies 

26 

pkts 

Hazel  Nut  Creams 

14 

lbs. 

Slab  Cake 

10 

lbs. 

Potatoes 

160 

lbs. 

Tea 

1 

lb. 

Swiss  Rolls 

19 

Mincemeat 

1 

jar 

Chocolate 

14 

lbs. 

Lard 

2 

lbs. 

All  condemned  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  by  "burying  on 
the  controlled  tips,  chloride  of  lime  being  used  if  necessary. 
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TABLE  VI 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR 
IN  PART. 


j Cattle  j 
] exclng 
| Cows 

COWS 

CALVES 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

PIGS 

i 

GOATS 

Number  killed  (if  known)  110 

— 

1 

156 

184 

— 

Number  inspected  ‘ 110 

“ 

1 

156 

184 

- 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercis-  j 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  - 

_ 

“ 

Cases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned  j 4 

_ 

- 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

J 3.6$ 

i 

. . 

2 

3.2$ 

! 

Tuberculosis  only?- 

1 

• 

Whole  carcases  condemds  - 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  comdemd  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  - 

" 

Cysticerosis  s 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  of  organ  was  condemd  - 

* 

i 

■ 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration- 

. 

— 

- 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  - 

j “ 

- 

- 
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TABLE  VII 


FACTORIES  ACT  - INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

No,  on 

Inspec- 

Written  j 

Occps. 

Register 

tions. 

Notices. 

Prosct 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1, 2,3,4  and  6 are  to  he  en- 
forced. by  Local  Authority. 

31 

16 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 

in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority, 

12 

19 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority*  (excluding  outworkers' 

premises) 

11 

10 

| 

| 54 

45 

- 

_ 

* i.e.  Electrical  Station  (Section  103  (l).  Institutions 
(Section  104)  and.  sites  of  Building  Operations  and 
Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Section  107  and 
108). 
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TABLE  VIII 

FACTORIES  ACT  - DEFECTS 


I 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Reported 

to 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S,I.) 



mm 

Over-crowding  (S,2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S,3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S,4.) 

_ 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  Floors  (S.6 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

) - 

* 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork ) 

! 

| 

TOTAL 

- 

. 

- 
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SECTION  F 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  there  was  a mild  epidemic  of  Measles,  which 
commenced  in  April,  rose  to  a peak  in  the  late  Spring,  with  a second 
peak  in  December.  The  disease  was  free  from  any  serious  developments 
and  there  were  no  fatal  cases. 

After  four  years  with  scarcely  any  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  re- 
ported there  were  11  notifications  during  1958,  all  concerned  children 
under  the  age  of  10  and  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Two  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified.  They  were  in  no 
way  connected  and  involved  one  person  only  in  each  case. 

The  fact  that  12  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  more  efficient  methods  used 
for  dealing  with  contacts  of  known  cases. 

In  other  respects  the  health  of  the  Borough  as  regards  Notifi- 
able Infectious  Diseases  could  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 
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TABLE  IX 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  & Mortality 
during  1958 


New 

Cases  Notified  during 
Year. 

Deaths  During 
Year. 

Pulmonary  Meninges  & Other 

C.N.S. 

Pulmonary  Meninges  Other 
&c  C.N.S. 

AGE 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

j F 

M 

F 

M 

1 F 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15  - 25 

3 

_ 

"" 

- 

j 

" 

- 

1 

i- 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65 

3 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

6 5 & ovei 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

| 

j 

- 

1 

TOTAL 

10 

2 

1 

1 

i 

2 

• 

i 

! 

j 

_ ' 

! 

1 

- 
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E-i 
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Infective  Hepatitis 


TABLE  XI 

MONTHLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1958 
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